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In the Guangzhou Urban Innovation Awards analysis, South America emerged as having applications that mainly 
concentrated on social programmes, safety programmes, mainly crime and disaster response, and Information 
and Communications Technology and big data initiatives. Some of the leading projects were:

Latin America: Brazil, Colombia

2012

•	 Aguascalientes, Mexico: The Green Line: Social Development Comprehensive 
Plan. 

•	 Buenos Aires: Public Participation in Commune 8.

•	 Curitiba, Brazil: The Green Areas of Curitiba – linking environmental preservation 
to urban development. 

•	 Medellin, Colombia: Medellin Digital. 

•	 Mexico City, Mexico: Support for Social Participation in Action for the 
Conservation and Restoration of Ecosystems.

2014

•	 Antioquia, Colombia: Knitting regional territory through innovation in education 

•	 Bogotá, Colombia: Zero Waste Program: a focus in reuse with social inclusion 

•	 Buenos Aires, Argentina: Dialogue for decision making for urban projects 

•	 Porto Alegre, Brazil: Datapoa – the open data project of the City of Porto 
Alegre

•	 Recife, Brazil: Recife, part for life – urban safety management) 

•	 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil: Using big data for integrated risk management and action 

•	 São Paulo, Brazil: State Program for Prevention of Natural Disaster and 
Mitigation of Geohazards





The balance of the regions applying to the Guangzhou Urban Innovation Awards (Africa, North America and 
Oceania) had relatively few applications, totalling less than 10% of total applications. They were therefore too 
small a sample, covering too wide a range of themes, for generalising any trends.

For North America, the leading projects were:

The United States of America is probably the most renowned region of the world for innovation, having had a 
proven ability and track record to give birth to whole new range of industries over a relatively short history. 
Examples include innovations in steel, logistics, electricity, food, financial systems, Information Technology (IT), 
warfare, corporate structure, governance, and so forth. Somewhat reflective of this, the American submissions 
to Guangzhou awards were, while few, interesting hybrids of public and private involvement, and most with a 
strong local focus.

North America

2012 •	 Vancouver, Canada: Visionary Vancouver: Creating a welcoming and sustainable 
place for all.

2014

•	 Boston, United States of America: Empowering youth through participatory 
budgeting. 

•	 Dubuque, United States of America: Smarter Sustainable Dubuque. 

•	 Ottawa, Canada: Ottawa’s Innovative Spirit: Transforming an economy through 
diversification and entrepreneurship. 

•	 Vancouver, Canada: West End Community Plan.









GOVERNMENT ACADEMIA  PRIVATE SECTOR COMMUNITIES

•	 Political will and 
alignment of intent 
and action

•	 Policy  
experimentation

•	 Commitment to  
evidence based 
policy

•	 Long-term vision  
and consistency

•	 Horizontal  
coordination and 
policy coherence

•	 Promote social  
innovation and 
address barriers  
to entry

•	 Demand-driven  
education and  
research

•	 New types of  
scientists that  
understand social 
needs. Inter- and 
trans-disciplinarity

•	 Creative innovations 
and reforms in 
the education and 
research systems

•	 Collaboration and 
learning without 
boundaries (using 
Information and 
Communication 
Technologies, 
regional 
collaboration, 
mobility, diaspora)

•	 Identify and nurture 
entrepreneurship 
from an early stage

•	 Mentor and coach
•	 Align skill formation 

to business needs
•	 Identify and pursue 
social impact 
markets

•	 Recognise non-
technology and 
non-research-and-
development-based 
innovation

•	 Brokerage across 
innovation cycle

•	 Bridge the gap to the 
market

•	 Promote value 
chain upgrading and 
integration

•	 Be active actors for 
innovation; raise 
awareness and 
capacity to articulate

•	 Creative approaches 
for knowledge 
appropriation and 
open innovation

•	 Communication 
strategies for the 
dissemination 
of research 
and innovation 
achievements

•	 Support ”learning 
communities” or 
learning platforms
















